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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. With this amendment, please amend claims 1 , 3, 5-8, 10, 12, 14, 16-19, 21, and 23; 
cancel claims 2, 1 1, 13 9 15, 20, 22 and 24; and add new claims 25-26. Claims 1, 3-10, 12, 14, 
16-19, 21, 23, and 25-26 are pending in this application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A coin validator including: 
a coin insertion opening; 
a coin return opening; 

structure defining a coin path from the said coin insertion opening to the said coin return 
opening, said coin path having a first side and a second side, said coin path further 
including w hkh H Som path inoludos a return region thereof that extends upstream from 
said coin return openin g, wherein said structure includes a housingjLejining said first side 
of said coin path and a cover defining said second side of said coin path, said cover 
coupled to said housing at two or more mounting points: 

means to detect and identify an object in a detection region of said coin path; and 

gate means in said coin path between such detection region and said return region 
responsive to identification of said object to either divert said object from said coin path 
or constrain it to traverse the said coin path to said coin return opening; and 

wh e rein part of said structured means actuable to move said coyer in a direction away 
from said first side of said coin path at said mounting points so as to widen substantially 
the whole of said coin path including said return region, whereby to facilitate clearance of 
jams in said coin path. 

2. (Canceled) 
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3 . (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 3 1 wherein said cover 
means is a door. 

4. (Original) A coin validator according to claim 3, wherein said means to detect and identify 
an object includes a pair of detect elements respectively mounted in said housing and in said 
cover means. 

5. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 1 , wherein said part of said 
sfraetafe cover is such that, on its movement to widen the said coin path, the whole of said path 
opens to form a chamber in which a coin at any location in the said coin path above said return 
region can drop to said return region. 

6. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 5, wherein tho moveable part 
of the otnioture said cover includes a rail defining the a floor of an upper part of fee said coin 
path past said detection means. 

7. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 1 wherein said movoablo part 
of th e structur e cover remains substantially parallel to an oppoood part of the structure, og th e 
said housing [[,]] as it moves to widen the said coin path. 

8. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 7 wherein tho - mov e abl e part of 
tho otructuro, is attaohod by mounting means including two or moro parallel slots and co- 
npnmrinfT pmfi said two or more mounting points comp rise two or more parallel slots and 
respective pins co-operatively engageable with said slots,. 

9. (Original) A coin validator according to claim 8 wherein there are four slot/pin pairs. 

10. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 8, wherein said slots are 
formed as bent slots including first slot portions oriented to accurately define the anair gap width 
at the said detection means whereby to lat ch said cover to hold said air gap substantially fixed, 
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and second slot portions in which said cover moves to widen substantially the whole of said coin 
path . 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 4-t _10_wherein oaid moveabl e 
part of paid structure is mountod whereby movement of said part part of said cover includes a 
first segment of movement in whioh said latching moons is engag e d in said first slot portions and 
a second segment of movement in which said latohing m e ans is r e l e as e d in said second slot 
portion, and wherein means is provided such that detection means is disabled for said second 
segment of movement. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A coin validator including: 

a coin insertion opening; 
a coin return opening; 

structure defining a coin path from &e said coin insertion opening to tfee said coin return 
openin g, said coin oath having a first side and a second side, w herein said structure 
includes a housinp defining said first side of said co in path and a cover defining said 
second side of said coin path coupled to said hou sinp at two or more mounting points; 

means to detect and identify an object in a detection region of said coin path, which 
means includes a pair of spaced opposed detect elements and an air gap in said coin path 
between said detect elements; and 

gate means in said coin path responsive to identification of said object to either divert 
said object from said coin path or constrain it to traverse the said coin path to said coin 
return opening; 
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wherein part of said structure said cover is actuable to move said cover in a direction 
away from said first side of said coin path at said mounting points $0 as to widen at least 
a portion, of said coin path including said air gap, whereby lo facilitate clearance of jams 
in said coin path; 

wherein said two or more mounting points comprise two or more parallel slots and 
respective pins co-operativelv eneageable with said slots: and 

wherein said slots are formed as bent slots including first slot portions oriented to 
accurately define an air gap width at detection means whereby to latch said cover to hold 
said air gap substantially fixed. 

furth e r including means, aolootivoly roloagabto by a person who has ins e rt e d on e or more 
coins into s aid coin inflortion opening, to latch at l e ast said actabl e part of said structure in 
s aid detection region to hold oubotantially fix e d th e width of s aid air gap hi said dotootion 
region* 

15. (Canceled) 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim -t& 14 wherein said cover 
means is a door. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 44 14^ wherein said detect 
elements are respectively mounted in said housing and in said cover moans . 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 1 4 wherein th e moveable 

part of the otruoture said cover i ncludes a rail defining the a floor of an upper part of the said coin 
path past said detection means. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 14 wherein said movoablo part 
of tho otmoturo cover remains substantially parallel to on oppoood part of th e 
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structure, og tho said h ousing [[,]] as it moves to widen the said coin path. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 39 14wherein there are four 
slot/pin pairs. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A coin validator according to claim 1 4 wherein said 
movoablo port of soid struoturo is mountod whoroby movement of Quid part said cover 
includes a first segment of movement in which said latohing moons ia e ngag e d said front slot 
portions_ and a second segment of movement in which s aid latohing mean s is rel e a se d such that 
said detection means is disabled for said second segment of movement 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (New) A coin validator according to claim 1, wherein said means to detect and identify 
an object includes a pair of detect elements respectively mounted in said bousing and in said 
cover means. 

26. (New) A coin validator according to claim 9, wherein said slots are formed as bent slots 
including first slot portions oriented to accurately define an air gap width at said detection means 
whereby to latch said cover to hold said air gap substantially fixed, and second slot portions in 
which said cover moves to widen substantially the whole of said coin path. 
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